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Emerging from the Pandemic and Celebrating a Milestone 

 
Dear Members and Friends of the Tulsa Chapter, 
 
While the pandemic is not “over” yet, I think most of us would say we are at least starting to see it in the rearview mirror. 
Our local mask mandates have been lifted, more choirs are singing, and most religious communities are gathering in-
person anew or in greater numbers. 
 
As a chapter, we are emerging from the pandemic on the cusp of an important milestone: in 2022 we will celebrate our 
centennial. I am grateful to longtime members Michael Bedford, Casey Cantwell, Ron Pearson, Susan Panciera, Karen Rich, 
and Vicki Smith for agreeing to serve on a Chapter Centennial Committee. Sub Dean Jacob Drengler and I will be working 
with them to plan a series of events that will celebrate our past and look towards the future.  
 
Our purpose as a chapter can be found in the Mission, Vision, and Value Proposition of the AGO. While our national 
leadership gives us this as a framework, most of the work happens at the local level. How can we live out these goals more 
fully? And how are we doing now? Please take a moment to read this, taken directly from the national website: 
 

The mission of the American Guild of Organists is to foster a thriving community of musicians who share their 
knowledge and inspire passion for the organ. 

 
The vision of the American Guild of Organists is to engage, support, and uplift every organist. 

 
Value Proposition (A Value Proposition is simply a promise of value to be delivered–a statement of the specific 
benefits you can expect through AGO membership.) 

 
As a member of the American Guild of Organists you can: 
connect with other organists 
enhance your skills as an organist and choral conductor 
celebrate the organ in historic and evolving contexts 
discover news of the organ and choral world online and in The American Organist 
nurture new organists of all ages 
share knowledge and expertise 
enjoy camaraderie at chapter events and conventions 
find inspiration and challenge 
receive encouragement from colleagues 
experience great organs and organists 
access career opportunities and job listings 
earn professional credentials through AGO certification 

 
Approved by National Council May 9, 2016; revised by National Council June 7, 2016. 



As a chapter, I believe we are doing better and better in living up to this Value Proposition. Positive changes over the past 
two years have included: 

Digital recitals/lectures and Zoom meetings during the pandemic 
Reinstatement of the Chaplain’s position with the appointment of The Rev. Lee Domenick 
Appointment of a new Education Coordinator, a role taken on by Adam Pajan 

 

Please offer special thanks to Fred Elder who recently stepped down after many years as our Treasurer. I am grateful to 
Mike McCrary for succeeding Fred as Treasurer, and also to Dale LeStourgeon for taking on the Auditor’s position (Mike’s 
previous role). 
 

I am proud of our success as a chapter, but there is still work to be done. I am so excited about the next year! 
 

I hope to see many of you at the End-of-Year Party on Tuesday, June 8 
 

Joseph 
Joseph Arndt, Dean 

 

 

You are invited! 
 

Please join us on Tuesday, June 8 6:30-8:00pm  

St. John’s Episcopal Church on the patio 

4200 S Atlanta Place, Tulsa 
 

Enjoy a glass of wine or sparkling cider  

with hors d’oeuvres IN PERSON! 

To help us plan, thank you for responding if you can come – karen.rich.tulsa@gmail.com 

If you have already responded, there is no need to contact me again! Thanks!  

 

 

Renewal reminders are being sent 
from National AGO by email.  

As the date approaches for you to 
renew your membership, you will 
receive that email! Please help by 
renewing promptly, and always 
consider a gift to National AGO and 
the Tulsa Chapter. Thank you! 

 

Thank you to Ineta Bebb, a new Chapter Friend – we appreciate your support! 
 

If you prefer to become a Chapter Friend by donating directly to the Chapter, you may use the attached form  

and mail it with your check to Chapter Treasurer Mike McCrary. 

 

AGO Year of the Young Organist 
From July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022, any individual under the age of 30 can become a new member of the  
Guild or renew her/his membership for free! All young organists will receive full membership benefits,  
including a complimentary one-year subscription to the print version of TAO. This is a great opportunity! 
 

Take advantage of this offer by visiting https://www.agohq.org/free-membership/ 

mailto:karen.rich.tulsa@gmail.com


Tulsa Chapter Centennial Celebration 

1922-2022 
 

2022 marks 100 years since the founding of the Tulsa 

Chapter of the American Guild of Organists! 

We want to plan a series of celebratory events, and would 

love to have your input – ideas, questions, comments? 

karen.rich.tulsa@gmail.com 

Let the party begin!! 

Calendar of Events:  
 

Wine, Organ and Compline • Thursday, June 3 at 7:00pm 
 Featuring Organist Damin Spritzer 
  St. Thomas More University Parish 
  1535 Jenkins Avenue, Norman 
 
Pianist Barron Ryan • Friday, June 4 at 12:00noon 

Tulsa native Barron Ryan will perform his new piano trio 
(piano, violin, and cello) with guest string players. The piece, 
entitled My Soul is Full of Troubles, was commissioned by Chamber 
Music Tulsa in commemoration of the Tulsa Race Massacre. The 
concert will also feature music of William Bolcom, Scott Joplin, and 
William Grant Still. 
Pay-as-you-wish tickets are available at: 
www.chambermusictulsa.org 
Saint John’s Episcopal Church, 4200 S Atlanta Place, Tulsa 

 
 
Second Saturday Silents • Saturday, June 12 at 11:00am in person 
Featuring William S Hart in the 1916 film The Return of Draw Egan, plus a great 1926 
silent cartoon, accompanied by Bill Rowland on the Circle Cinema’s 1928 theatre 
pipe organ • Admission $5 Adults; $2 for 16 and under   

Circle Cinema, 10 S Lewis Ave, Tulsa 
 
Ars Lyrica Houston • Sunday, June 13 at 3:00pm 
 

Elizabeth Blumenstock, violin; Mary Springfels, viola da gamba; and 
Matthew Dirst, harpsichord presents Semper Fantasticus a program of German 
baroque music in “fantastical style.”  
Co-sponsored by Chamber Music Tulsa 
Tickets are $25 each and are available at: www.chambermusictulsa.org 
 St. John’s Episcopal Church, 4200 S Atlanta Place, Tulsa 
 

Americana Concert • Sunday, June 27 at 6:00 pm  
New Covenant Orchestra and the Chancel Choir celebrate America’s birthday, honor veterans, and give thanks 
for our blessings. Concert is free 
Cookout benefitting Scout Troop 10 starting at 4:00; $5/person 
 Asbury UMC, 6767 S Mingo Road, Tulsa 

 

mailto:karen.rich.tulsa@gmail.com
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The Rodeo Cinema in Oklahoma City is having a monthly silent film 
screening on the First Saturday morning. Available in June. 
The organ is an Allen theatre model, and the organist will have a 
library of silent movies to choose from.  They are offering $150. 
Please contact Sean Peel, <sean@rodeocinema.org>  
or Randy Heyer, <randy@rodeocinema.org> to discuss. 
 

 
  

AGO/Quimby Regional Competition for Young Organists 

 
The Southwest Regional Competition for Young Organists (RCYO) has been completed and first and second 
place winners announced. Dr. Gerald Frank, the Regional Coordinator for Competitions, coordinated the 
competitions – this was no easy task in the time of Covid!  
 
The judges for the competition were:  
Dr. Joel Bacon, Colorado State University;  
Dr. Maxine Thevenot, University of New Mexico 
Dr. Melissa Plamann, Oklahoma City University 
 
Congratulations to the winners! 
 
First Place Winner: 
David Preston, Fort Worth, TCU student of Dr. H. Joseph Butler.  
 
Second Place Winner: 
Nhat Tong, Houston, high school student of Dr. Jeong-Suk Bae. 
 
David Preston will be one of the performers featured (along with the winners of the other AGO regions) during 
this summer’s virtual AGO OrganFest (July 28 – July 2). 
 

 
 

The website is live: www.agoorganfest2021.org 
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Last summer’s OrganFest 2020 was born out of disappointment at the unfortunate need to cancel the AGO 
National Convention. This year, in the absence of Regional Conventions, we wanted to provide a week in which 
we could again enjoy outstanding performers and instruments, be entertained by a wide variety of musical 
styles, learn new skills, and mingle with old and new friends at after-parties. 
 
The backbone of OrganFest is a collection of performances from all seven AGO regions, presented on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday evenings. These programs will also include mini-documentaries highlighting some of 
our colleagues, as well as an improvised silent movie accompaniment, a featured young organist, and the  
winner of the National Competition in Organ Improvisation. 
 
For the first time, we are also offering interactive content via Zoom on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. These 
will include panel discussions on organ building and diversifying repertoire, as well as presentations on 
improvisation and building a career as a collaborative musician. We will also enjoy the final round of the 
National Competition in Organ Improvisation—with the opportunity to vote for an Audience Prize—and the 
premieres of two Pogorzelski-Yankee award-winning compositions, along with conversations with the 
performers and composers. 

 

Sunday, June 27 at 7:00pm   

Raúl Prieto Ramírez 

 

Monday, June 28 at 7:00pm  

Ahreum Han Congdon 

Nathaniel Gumbs  

     Christopher Jacobson 

 

Tuesday, June 29 at 7:00pm  

AGO National Competition in Organ Improvisation 

Finalists Ivan Bosnar and Samuel Gaskin 

                                      

Wednesday, June 30 at 7:00pm 

Monica Czausz 

Kevin Kwan 

Peter Krasinski 

 

Thursday, July 1 at 7:00pm 

The 2020 and 2021 Pogorzelski-Yankee Commissions  

It’s About Time, Henry Martin (b. 1950) 

Oceanic Vision, Aaron David Miller (b. 1972) 

 

Friday, July 2 at 7:00pm 

Jaebon Hwang 

Kris Rizzotto 

Nicole Keller 

 

PLUS SO MUCH MORE!  www.agoorganfest2021.org for details! 

 
 

http://www.agoorganfest2021.org/


 

FRIENDS OF THE TULSA AGO – Thank you for your support! 

  
BOMBARDE ($200 and above)      CHOIR (Up to $49) 

Michael Bedford         Joseph Arndt  

Fred Elder        John Brobston 

Red River Organ Company      Kathy Call 

Karen Rich        Terry Cast 

Bruce Wilkin        Michele Cowen  

Nick Wilson        Jon Grigson 

         Joyce Hatchett 

GREAT ($100 - $199)       Rocky Kollmeyer 

Gerald Frank        Carolyn McCright 

                                                                                  Colette Meyer 

 SWELL ($50 - $99)       Gay Miller 

Ineta Bebb         Ron Pearson 

Ann Boelzner        Teresa Petray 

Bruce Carrico         Paul Pinkosky 

Ferne Howell         William Shambaugh 

Stephen Kucera       Tom Starnes 

 Michael McCrary        Chris Winston 

 Susan Panciera          

 Elmer Schmall 

 Ruth Tatroe                                                                             

 Richard and Peggy Ziglar         

       

  Add your name to this list! Donate to the Tulsa Chapter AGO!  

  

 

 

  

Available to substitute:    Teacher List: 
CARRICO, Bruce 918-461-1376                 BEDFORD, Dr. Michael 918-346-8104 
HILLER, Karen 918-660-0506   BIGHLEY, Dr. Mark  918-269-4320 
KUCERA, Stephen skkansas@gmail.com  CANTWELL, Casey  918-809-9162 

 PETRAY, Teresa  918-521-6556   FRANK, Dr. Gerald  405-372-3357 
 SMITH, Vicki  918-607-3170                              KUCERA, Stephen  skkansas@gmail.com  
    vickis2@cox.net                        PEARSON, Ron  918-584-4701 
        SMITH, Vicki*  918-607-3170 
         *Instruction in Harp also available 

Visit our website: www.tulsaago.org  
 

Please send information to be included in the July issue by Thursday, June 24. 
 

 
Joseph Arndt, Dean                            Mike McCrary, Treasurer 
jarndt@sjtulsa.org                                                 Members-at-Large             michael-mccrary@utulsa.edu  
609.618.2911                    Stephen Kucera (2022)                                             
              Nick Wilson  (2024)                                      Karen Rich, Secretary/Historian 
Jacob Drengler, Sub-Dean                                   Paul Pinkosky (2026)                                                    karen.rich.tulsa@gmail.com 
jpdrengler@gmail.com                                                                                                                               
919.741.7685            

Lyndon Meyer, Webmaster                       Fr Lee Domenick, Chaplain                            Dale LeStourgeon, Auditor       
lmeyer@churchofsaintmary.com                  LDomenick@trinitytulsa.org                             dlestourgeon@cox.net                                                                                  
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